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A study on lives of a Young carers
-Mainly on “Young Carers in the UK: The 2004 Report”-

SHIBASAKI, Chieko

In many developed nations, it is clear that a large number of children take on
responsibility of caring for parents or relatives who is ill or disabled, and the needs
of child and support for child who care families (they called ‘Young carers’) are
beginning to attract attention as a new problem of childcare system.

In this paper, I reviewed about a research report about Young carers in the U.K.
In UK, investigation and research are done about this problem from early.

Young carers perform a range of caing tasks, for example, they are providing
household, intimate care, emotional support, giving medicine for relative, and bill
paying, also translating for non-English speaking relatives. They often miss school as
a result of their caring responsibilities. That makes them friendship difficulties or
educational difficulties. Especially, children who live in lone-parent families, minority
ehnicity, or caring for someone drug/alcohol problems are more likely to have
complicated problem.

Such a phenomenon begins to be recognized in U.S. or Australia or other coun-
tries as well as the U.K. On the basis of those study trends, we have to also catch the

present situation about Japan.
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