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Long lines of cliff breaking have left a chasm;

And in the chasm are form and yellow sands.
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What shall sever me

From the love of home?

Shall the weary sea,

Leagues of sounding foam ?

(from Home)
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A spirit haunts the year’s last hours

(from Song)
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Flow down, cold rivulet to the sea
Thy tribute wave deliver :

No more by thee my steps shall be,

For ever and for ever. (St. 1)
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As a wild wave in the wild Northern-sea,
Green-glimmering toward the summit, bears, with all
Its stormy crests that smoke against the skies,

Iown on the bark, and overbears the barh.
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The Lover’s Tale:

1. the sloping seas

Hung in mid-heaven, and half-way down rare sails,

White as while clouds, floated from sky to sky.
2. Oh, pleasant breast of waters, quiet bay, Like to a quiet mind in the
loud world, Where the chafed breakers of the outer sea Sank powerless
as anger falls aside.

a deep and stormy strait Betwixt the native land of Love and me.

the sail Will draw me to the rising of the sun.

dark-blue waters and narrow fringe Of curving beach.

the dappled dimplings of the wave, That blanch’d upon its side.

the tide Plashed, sapping its worn ribs.

The slowly-ridging rollers on the cliffs Cash’d calling to each other.
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Down those loud waters, like a setting star,------ the light house shone.

10. Gleams of the water-circles as they broke, Flicker'd like doubtful
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smiles about her lips.

11. Thine image, like a charm of light and strength Upon the waters,
push’d me back again On these beserted sands of barren life.

12. The great pine shook with lonely sounds of joy That came on the
sea-wind.

13. as mountain streams Our bloods ran free.

14. The cleft and openings in the mountains fil'd With the blue valley
and the glistening brooks.

15. A purple range of mountain-cones, between Whose interspaces gush’d
in blinding bursts The incorporate blaze of sun and sea.

16. stream of gold------ streak’d------ With falling brook.

17. the wind Told a lovetale beside us, how he woo’d The waters, and the
waters answering lisp’d To kisses of the wind.

18. echoes of the hollow-banked brooks.

19. the chillness of the sprinkled brook Smote on my brows, and then I
seem’d to hear Its murmur, as the drowning seaman hears.

20. the muffled booming indistinct Of the confused floods.

21. Sometimes upon the hills beside the sea All day I watch’d the floating
isles of shade.

22. anon the wanton billow wash’d Them over, till they faded like my love.

23. The hollow caverns heard me-the black brooks Of the midforest heard
me.

24. The steepy sea-bank,------ curving round The silver-sheeted bay:

25. Within the summer-house::-:-- Hung round with paintings of the sea,
and one A vessel in mid-ocean, her heaved prow Clambering, the mart
bent and the ravin wind In her sail roaring.

26. She drew it long ago Forthgazing on the waste and open sea.

27. and all at once, soul, life And breath and motion, past and flow’d away
To those unreal billows :

28. A morning air, sweet after rain, ran over The rippling levels of the
lake.

29. the surge fell From thunder into whispers:

30. a little silver cloud Over the sounding seas:

The Passing of Arthur:

1. Farewell! there is an isle of rest for thee.
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And the long mountains ended in a coast Of ever-shifting sand, and
far away The phantom circle of a moaning sea.

On the waste sand by the waste sea they closed.

A deathwhite mist slept over sand and sea:

thus over all that shore, Save for some whisper of the seething seas,
A dead hush fell:

and with that wind the tide Rose, and the pale king glanced across
the field Of battle:

only the wan wave Brake in among dead faces, to and fro Swaying
the helpless hands, and up and down Tumbling the hollow helmets.
And rolling far along the gloomy shores The voice of days of old and
days to be.

So all day long the noise of battle roll'’d Among the mountains by the
winter sea:

On one side lay the Ocean, and on one Lay a great water, and the
moon was full.

thou rememberest how In those old days, one summer noon, an arm
Rose up from out the bosom of the lake.

But now delay not: take Excalibur, And fling him far into the middle
more :

and over them the sea-wind sang Shrill, chill, with flakes of foam.
He, stepping down By zig.zag paths, and juts of pointed rock, Came
on the shining levels of the lake.

That whistled stiff and dry about the marge.

I heard the ripple washing in the reeds, And the wild water lapping
on the crag.

Then went Sir Bedivere the second time Across the ridge, and paced
beside the mere, Counting the dewy pebbles, fix'd in thought.

King Arthur’s sword, Excalibur, Wrought by the lonely maiden of the
Lake.

I heard the water lapping on the crag, and the long ripple washing in
the reeds.

Seen where the moving isles of winter shock By night, with noises of
the northern sea.

And brandish’d him Three times, and drew him under in the mere.

He heard the deep behind him, and a cry Before.



12

23. And on a sudden, lo! the level lake, And the long glories of the
winter moon.

24. Then saw they how there have a dusky barge, Dark as a funeral scarf
from stem to stern, Beneath them:

25. “Place me in the barge:’
26. if indeed I go (For all my mind is clouded with a doubt)—To the

So to the barge they came.

island-valley of Avilion; Where falls not hail, or rain, or any snow, Nor
ever wind blows loudly; but it lies Deep-meadow’d, happy, fair with
orchard-lawns And bowery hollows crown’d with summer sea.

27. So said he, and the barge with oar and sail Moved from the brink,
like some full-breasted swan.

28. the hull Look’d one blach dot against the verge of dawn, and on the
mere the wailing died away.

29. if he come no more—O me, be you dark Queens in you black boat.

30. he saw, the speck that bare the King, Down that long water opening
on the deep Somewhere far off, pass on and on, and go From less to

less and vanish into light.
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