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——The early efforts at educational reform, although they had a great

deal in common, were nonetheless quite diffuse. Scattered widely throu-
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ghout the nation, the new schools worked independently with no medium
for exchanging ideas and experiences. To give the work of reform
greater cohesion and to make its results more generally known, a number
of educators, led by Stanwood Cobb, head of the Chevy Chase Country
Day School, met in the winter of 1918-19 in Washington, D. C. where
they organized the Progressive Education Association. Predominantly
child-centered. the viewpoint of the PEA embraced the following prin-
ciples:

(1) Freedom to develop naturully—The conduct of the pupil should
be governed by himself according to the social needs of his community,
rather than by arbitrary laws. Full opportunity for initiative and self-
expression should be provided. (2) Interest, the motive of all work—
Interest should be satisfied and developed through: (1) direct and indirect
contact with the world and its activities, and the use of the experiences
thus gained; (2) application of knowledge gained, and correlation between
different subjects; (3) the consciousness of achievement. (3) T he teacher
a guide, not a taskmaster—Progressive teachers will encourage the use
of all the senses, training the pupils in both observation and judgment,
and, instead of hearing recitations only, will spend most of the time
teaching how to use various sources of information, including life activi-
ties as well as books, how to reason about the information thus acquired
and how to express forcefully and logically the conclusions reached.

(4) Scientific study of pupil development—School records should not be
confined to the marks given by the teachers to show the advancement
of the pupils in their study of subject, but should also include both obje-
ctive and subjective reports on those physical, mental, moral, and social
characteristics which affect both school and adult life and which can be
influenced by the school and the home. Such records should be used as
a guide for the treatment of each pupil. (8) Greater attention to all that
affects the child’'s physical development—QOne of the first considerations
of progressive education is the health of the pupils. Much more room
in which to move about, better light and air, clean and well-ventilated

buildings, easier access to the out-of-doors and greater use of i't, are all
necessary. (6) Cooperation between school and home to meet the needs
of child life—The school should provide, with the home, as much as is
possible of all that the natural interests and activities of the child demand,
especially during the elementary-school years. These conditions can
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come about only through intelligent cooperation between parents and
teachers. (7) The Progressive School a leader in educational movements
—The Progressive School....should be a laboratory where new ideas,
if worthy, meet encouragement; where tradition alone does not rule, but
the best of the past is leavened with the discoveries of today, and the
result is freely added to the sum of educational knowledge.

From its feeble infancy the Progressive Education Association grew
rapidly, its membership rising from several hundred in 1920 to its peak
of some 10,000 in the late thirties. In its early days the Association
was made up largely of parents and teachers connected with small private
schools, but as time passed, the character of the membership became
more and more professional. To give itself a national voice the organi-
zation held annual public conferences, the first two convening in Washi-
ngton, and the others thereafter in one of the eastern cities. To disse-
minate its views even further, in 1924 PEA launched a magazine, P’rog-
resstve Education, which soon won a distinguished place for itself in

educational journalism both here and abroad.
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- As in the United States, Europe’s leading Progressives found it desirable
to band together, and for this purpose they organized in 1921 the Ligue
tnternationale pour I’éducation nouvelle at Calais. The new organiza-
tion was international, with branches in many countries; in fact, as time
went on the membership included not only the European lands, but many
in Latin America and Australia. In England the society became the
New Education Fellowship. Its first president and one of its most
indefatigable contributors was Beatrice Ensor, a school inspectress at
London. The new society published a periodical which was issued in
various countries and in several languages. In its English version it is
known as the New Era. A feature of the association’s work has been
its convention. First held in 1923 in lovely Montreux in Switzerland,
these conferences have grown steadily in interest and magnitude. attra-
cting ultimately between 1,500 and 3,000 educators. philosophers, and
sociologists from as many as half-a-hundred nations from every part of
the globe. During the war, as might be expected, the society was obli-
ged to relinquish many of its activities; yet despite many obstacles it
was able to keep going. With the end of hostilities in 1945, its work

and influence needed more than ever, the Fellowship, which had been
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reinforced by the active collaboration of the American Progressive Ass-
ociation, resumed its activities on a scale which was reminiscent of its

work before the war.
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——1TIt was at Chicago that Dewey’s interest in the new school became active.
For one thing he sent his children, Fred and Evely, to the Cook County
Normal School to study in the grades taught by the gifted Flora Cooke.
In 1896 he founded what is officially known as The Laboratory School,
but which today, fittingly enough, has been generally referred to as the
Dewey School. Assisted by his wife Alice, Dewey piloted the school
during the next seven years through waters which, at times, were very
rough. The new school was anything but conventional. Few of the
time-honored principles of educational orthodoxy graced its premises.
There were no school subjects and even the familiar school furniture
was prominently absent. Educational critics who came to observe it left
shaking their heads and predicting that such innovations would never

last. But the school continued, growing slowly amidst a welter of diffi-
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culties, and developing, nonetheless, a new kind of educational practice
as it went along.

The school was intended for pupils from four to fourteen years of
age. What its director sought was “to carry into effect certain princi-
ples which Froebel was perhaps the first consciously to set forth.” At
bottom Dewey’s school sought “to train children in cooperative and mu-

3

tually useful living.” “The primary root of all educative activity,” it
was announced, lies “in the instinctive, impulsive attitudes of the child.”
Hence the Herbartian formal method, then the delight of the efficient
schoolmaster, which stressed “the presentation of external material.” was
not looked upon with favor. Instead Dewey’s procedure was on the
basis of what is now generally known as the activity program. Even
the traditional triumvirate of reading, writing, and arithmetic ‘grew out
of the child’s “life activities” and not out of any foreordained set of stu-
dies. Active learning and the reconstruction of experience took the lead
in the schoolroom. There was activity all along the line, including play,
construction, contact with nature. self-expression, and so on. “The
great thing to keep in mind,” said Dewey, “is that through them the
activities the entire spirit of the school is renewed. It has a chance to
affiliate itself life, to become the child’s habitat, where be learns through
directed living, instead of being only a place to learn lessons having an
abstract and remote reference to some possible living to be done in the
future. It gets a chance to be a miniature community, an embryonic
society.

Not only was the child to be active instead of passive, not only was
he to work rather than listen; he was also to learn how to become soci-
aliy efficient. Cooperation rather than competition was the keynote. For
the school is primarily a social institution. Education being a social
process, the school is simply that form of community life in which all
those agencies are concentrated that will be most effective in bringing
the child to share in the inherited resources of the race and to use his
own powers for social ends. To bring this about the child’s individual

tendencies were to be “organized and directed through uses made of
them in keeping up the cooperative living.” Or, to put it in simpler te-
rms, the school was to prepare its pupils for life by being life. It was
to reproduce in miniature “the typical conditions of social life.” Through

production and creative use, Dewey argued, we secure valuable knowle-
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dge. In this way “modifications and abandonments of inteilectual inhe-
ritance” were to be effected and society thus freed from the bonds of
social heritage.

In many respects the Dewey School was not unique. If it was
unconventional for its time, then so were the schools of Colonel Parker;
and so were those of Froebel, Pestalozzi, and Basedow. In one sense,
Dewey’s school was a pioneer: it was the first genuine experimental sc-
hool in this country. And in this sense it has remained to this day
virtually without a rival. The Laboratory School was intended as a
testing place for educational principles, its aim being to test certain
ideas which were used as working hypotheses. These ideas were beri-
ved from philosophy and psychology, some perhaps would prefer to say
a philosophical interpretation of psychology. The underlying theory of
knowledge emphasized the part of problems, which originated in active
situations, in the development of thought and also the necessity of testing
thought by action if thought was to pass over into knowledge. The only
place in which a comprehensive theory of knowledge can receive an active
test is in the processes of education.

Dewey was concerned not so much with the testing of educational
theories as such, as he was with certain theories of culture, philosophy,
and psychology then shaping in his mind. Ideas, he felt even then,
become valid only when put to the test in real situations. Among other
things, Dewey was trying to reconcile and synthesize what seemed at
first glance to be conflicting theories, as for example, interest and effort,
school and society, individualism and collectivism, the child and the cu-
rriculum. Behind these antitheses he perceived intellectual and cultural
chasms which had come into prominece with the change of society from
an agrarian, homesteap economy to one which was commercial and indu-
strial. For the school, Dewey recognized, this cultural metamorphosis
was of great significance. “The modification going on in the method and
curriculum of eduction,” he observed, “is as much a product of the chan-
ged social situation, and as much an effort to meet the needs of the new
society that is forming, as are changes in modes of industry and comm-

erce.”’
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