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7 A Y hEEED e —v—: John Henry
i =)

1. Folk-hero %

TAYAIDORFFECERTHe — v —cbORINL D DEITRATVS
2y, ZOHBEXROTBED, TOe—r—fcbDWSh e, BRT
HASLEFHD, AFOFEbLRLhholcb 52 LA 5, Paul Bun-
van, Pecos Bill, Davy Crockett, Mike Fink, Casey Jones 7t &, #
2 EFAUTZ DI DIED, EDAEER D B TATHLEMN Tl
VA

John Henry 4, 7oz 3, 7 AV 2ORSB[CERTH e —2—D
—ANTH5DOERETTITHR TV D,

Some say he’s from Georgia

Some say he’s from Alabama

But it’s wrote on the rock at the Big Ben Tunnel
John Henry’s a East Virginia Man.

John Henry’s a East Virginia Man.l1!}

HIAEM L7 Do Bl &S5 DY, REFEDE — v —iZie 5
OEBELEFRTHL, HEMMA LW EWS &, AULOHFTHS
L B RJEE/e b TT, RENELNIHENAAVCEBRCRSZ STt b,

REIExE© B. A. Botkin 12 X g,

John Henry was born in Tenn. and at the time of his death he

was 34 years old. He was a man weighing from 200 to 225 Ibs. He
was a full-blooded Negro, his father having come from Africa.



20

He often said his strength was brought from Africa.?

E\s5 2+ THb, John Henry ZEED A TH ~Tcs\ 5o LTl
ST\ B, Kk, 74V »RESCRFCESH TS folk-hero LFITh D
[RBENRETDERE] X, FEO AR EFLR DI L0350,
Davy Crockett ® Casey Jones, Jesse James 7z &%, John Henry &
Ftk, EEDOAHTHD, THhXRFEL L TRIECED PR TIT<5 D
Iz, RECHERSIN, TLERLTGIPIVETCORT, A——+ =ik
LTI DTH %,

Roark Bradford o John Henry Z XiUEOFEIIRD X 5T7c-
T\ 5%,

The night John Henry was barn the moon was copper-colored
and the sky was black. The stars wouldn’t shine and the rain
fell. Forked lightning cleaved the air and the earth trembled like
a leaf. The panthers squalled in the brake like a baby and the
Mississippi River ran upstream a thousand miles. John Henry
weighed forty-four pounds.

John Henry was born on the bands of the Black River, where
all good rousterbouts come from. He came into the world with a
cotton-hook for a right hand and a river song on his tongue:

“Looked up and down de river,

Twice as far as I could see.

Seed befo’ 1 gits to be twenty-one,

De Anchor Line gonter b’long to me, Lawd, Lawd,

- Anchor Line gonter b’long to me.”3

T ETENSEATIE, 154D John Henry ORiZE-72< R
Wil oThb, MBILELE >7ixF John Henry %, ZZTiX
WiEEB AR E SR T35, Folk-hero i 3%ic—fRROFEERRET DA
MTHbB, 1505 John Henry LBHCITEAA LR D, BRCIZE O X 5 ol
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B SWIEBAR LD, TR OAFEECE 7+~ & LTRER
R ELH 5D,
L#AL, John Henry (X2 AT R -1

2. Steel Drivin’ Man

John Henry he could hammah,

He could whistle he could sing,

He went to the mountain early in the mornin’
To hear his hammah ring,

To hear his hammah ring.4

John Henry (% Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad ©——Fo» .~ v <= —
fIbiiotee RIS —KDDOv=—%FF-T, ZKD~v<—TgKHED
REEFTLRAL Z EDTEBHHE, WESHTIETeh o, 208 v FD -
Vo= K ESORR LS L, AxiX, AT LENDR > TH,

West Virginia ¢ Big Bend Tunnel o T 31187050 b 72EEITTT
Irdoice TORFOTLIHIE T, —o0@E >SNl Cuvicdv5 o
ETH Do —HOLHTIIIEZR KV A xflivy, 45 —HiREED DI A
NafEoTite, ZODSHNESF Lck, HELMHEKE Y AMIIRROFE
BAZE & o Tl foe 727%, John Henry (XHGIEGK F I A XD 4 » B
SRERBZENTEDE v ol, TITHEEThbhDI Lo
720 BT Hbhic, John Henry X78& PV BB TE, E4£100F
NEL BB ERIE ST,

Cap’n says to John Henry,

“ Gonna bring me a steam drill 'round,
Gonna take dat steam drill out on de job,
Gonna whop dat steel on down,

Gonna whop dat steel on down.”
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John Henry tol’ his capin,

Lightnin’ was in his eye:

“Cap’n, bet yo’ las’ red cent on me,
Fo’ T'll beat it to de bottom or I'll die,
I’ll beat it to de bottom or I'll die.”

Sun shine hot an’ burnin’,

Wer'n’t no breeze at all,

Sweat ran down like water down a hill,
Dat day John Henry let his hammah fall,
Dat day John Henry let his hammah fall.

John Henry went to the tunnel,

And they put him in lead to drive,

De rock so tall an’ John Henry so small,
Dat he lied down his hammah an’ he cried,
Dat he lied down his hammah an’ he cried.

De steam drill was on de right han’ side,

John Henry was on de lef’,

Says before I let this steam drill beat me down,
I'll hammah myself to death,

I'll hammah myself to death.®

John XHAHCHEA T, BHOLDRE VY FDAAv~=—2T"EKGFL <
BoTdbbHol, BHMOBEBIE >, BENAKR->TRS &, John 117

74— FDEREORE D, BEF147 + — F BT, KK F VYV LDHFIL9
7 4 — FORE—DHTIIEFE o, BESiX, bHAA John Henry

DHD ETL T,

BB - ctk, John I TiED, FERHOASN ML LW EFL T,
ZLTCENHAELICIBRZARB LT, Ny FITAot, KODOEE, =
PR & DRFfEIE LW\ o e HLURER DV e b o fo, Johnik ORI IEA T
LE-oTWedDiEofe, BEDZEIC X 5 L, HOFERIIBGME -1 &
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V5 C&'C“%Z)a

John Henry was hammerin’ on de mountain,
An’ his hammah was strikin’ fire,

He drove so hard till he broke his pore heart,
An’ he lied down his hammah an’ he died,
He lied down his hammah an’ he died.®

John OIEIIFBHEOBHIE > 12X T DD, KT LB EBEHOES,
NV L LIRS TV DR, DEABEBLTIEALENS Z &l
Ho BHINy FRTHIC Lo ONFERIN, LWVWHEELD, o
FIRELIZBINTH D, KRRONKREEL L TCOEMBBITE 2 Y L —FKT
%o

X bz, John N EL OLHITEFEIRIMEVD Z 2 TKo 08k
sAliR & 7 variation L U CHkbh TV 52y, ZhicE L folk-hero »
LTRNTZEDTEIRCERDOEGTTH S,

B. A. Botkin @ version T(I:

John Henry had a woman,

Her name was Mary Magdalene,

She would go to de tunnel and sing for John,

Jes’ to hear John Henry’s hammer ring,

Lawd, Lawd, jes’ to hear John Henry’s hammer ring.

John Henry had a 1i’l woman,

Her ’name was Lucy Ann,

John Henry took sick an’ had to go to bed,
Lucy Ann drove steel like a man,

Lawd, Lawd, Lucy Ann drove steel like a man.”

Zihhy Harry Belafonte % 5 version Tik:

Well, John Henry had a little woman,
And her name was Polly Ann,
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She walked down the track newer looked back,
Polly Ann drove steel like a man,
Lord, Lord, Polly Ann drove steel like a man.’®

Lle->TWw%, £L T, John Henry OFRA KD T IzH DT HIRIC X
of%”lj@iﬁb\f)i% 60

John Henry had a pretty liddle wife,
She come all dressed in blue,

And the last words she said to him,
John Henry I been true to yon,
John Henry I been true to yon.

All the women in the west,

That heard of John Henry’s death,

Stood in the rain, flagged the east bound train,
Goin’ where John Henry dropped dead,

Goin’ where John Henry dropped dead.®

H7e version TlX, Z DG H:

John Henry had a pretty li’l woman,

An’ de dress she wo’ was blue,

An’ de las’ words she said to him:

“ John Henry, I've been true to you, .

Lawd, LaWd, John Henry, I’ve been true to you.”

All de womens in de Wes’,

Stood in de rain, flagged de eas’-boun’ train,
Goin’ where John Henry fell dead,

Lawd, Lawd, goin’ where John Henry fell dead.®

&‘1‘5;&%((:%’)1\1‘50 o
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3. Hero &L TOHKRKEE

John Henry o®ki:, 2% < o folk singer ® blues singer 7-HI1T X
>THRPbI T B, R FOoFKGHK-FHirerhrrthd L-o0oE > T
bo £ folk song OB XEE V2 BDE, Bz,

John Henry was a li’l baby,

Sittin’ on his mama’s knee,
Said : “ De Big Bend Tunnel on de C. & O. road,

Gonna cause de death of me,
Lawd, Lawd, gonna cause de death of me.t

&S ERTE,

When John Henry was a little baby,

Sittin’ on his daddy’s knee,

Picked up hammer and a little piece of steel,
Said hammer be the death of me,

Lord, God, hammer be the death of me.t

EFHbNDHZ ELH D,

OO THAL B b0, FIHKRALO John Henry 23[
SOFEETFELTBHZETH5B, Waddy Waters @ Hoochie Coochie
Man O, 7o —4h, AN T 5 FHIFRLV T+ —F 77— &g
L EEFEL, TOBODEB LD, WS EAND D, D DDHKEA
CHBOLOFRRER L LADIL, RAKRKEA 1, b bAA, Waddy Waters
N John Henry OWGFEADEELZZIT TSl W52 hidicy, X
CEBEBTOIFEALY, HEBOBALLES RN ORKBETH S
ZEXRBMALIS LTHK, ZOLSRBHFEZAVCONE, ZhrnE
ANFBORBE DD, AAD ZTHRIZUICTHEXHCZONEW5 Z 21T,
F12 X <o Tio, BB Stackolee DTG 2 7o —
TRENTERLFHEYTETHEEID S,
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WFRIZ LT, John Henry 13BBOHEMEE LTHET TR, BA
LEDORII N VCEHEEYEA - TROFIZELIL TV 5D, A— 32—
< v & LT, BEBICERER Ly, i, oSBT zD
bDOTIHIL L, TOHRCHCZ2AAEHEFL LD ofc, HITREFTE
BZBE>7co LAL, Bf-o7otklY, ToROIFEORMEEZITLI L s>

2o ZOFETHRIUL, ZHIIBZONEZBELABADIERIT LA
(VRPN

They Took John Henry to the White House,
And buried him in the san’,

And every locomotive come roarim’ by,
Says there lays that steel drivin’ man,
Says there lays that steel drivin’ man.®

7245, Hixft%d White House 1281, FD:H L #EDHKEBIEFD
BELIXDILETHEIINTHEDT, FookRkEhHVE2 RS & R
iz, BAOEXRPERE RSB L TE 5,

4. RAEBOEAL

RE4E (19774E) 4 BWZ3RH LT, 7 AV 2R ALY folk singer o
Odetta 121 v 2 2 —% TS EDIEN, TE, FORELIIEE
BLICGWENDIELE WS Z L THoTo, B D@EIE AL blues singer & L
THILI TV % Louisiana Red TH B, AL TH L HE 7D B
5L, FoRioFED “John Henry Memorial Festival” @i i3
ZETH ot [Fhich, John Henry 2EH&7-BOHBA TR\ ]
Wb L, BELIE#EZET > TREVR LT,

BERIT, FEDOTFE 2— o 7A3A, 1B44FECLa—-F4 vI2h
b DT, FodRicd, o0 John Henry (I A>T\ 5%, sk H L
teBEd, AT — 2 TIX, John Henry 73BT 53D LI L T Fo D8R3,
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FHti-b D game song ~ Ay, We Shall Overcome v & @ protest song
X0 %8 - T, John Henry (IR = LI TEd o7,

Wiz [7gE John Henry %u@dig\ Dbl LBhdE, [HDLS5
7e, RROBAOETIIIWERETKS Z &%, 15 TERV] LW 5EMN
o THKze EINLTDXSTLEIRES LIXB - TH W igh-DT,
B A®D Folk-hero & L T# x b T¥k7- John Henry x5 % 5-iA3,
BAKHLOBT, CARCLE DML, DPinhbTBNDOTH D,

F 50 xiE, BALERO William Melvin Kelley 35945 &/
Cry for Me iz 3,

....what an idiot this John Henry must-a been, killing his-self to
beat a machine when he could-a joined a union, like my old man’s,

and made twice the money and kept the machine out. ®

EWSEFTAH S, 02 h John Henry OFHEiY, BADOBHOEILE
S L 5 TH D,

2 £ X #&
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