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“This lady is going to have a baby, Nick,” he said.

“I know,” said Nick.

“You don’t know,” said his father. “Listen to me. What she is
going through is called being in labor. The baby wants to be born
and she wants it to be born. All her muscles are trying to get

the baby born. That is what is happing when she screams.”
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“I see,” Nick said.
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“Oh, Daddy, can’t you give her something to make her stop
screaming ? ”’
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“No. I haven’t any anaesthetic.”
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“But her screams are not important. I don’t hear them because
they are not important.”
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It was just beginning to be daylight when they walked along
the logging road back toward the lake.
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“Why did he hill kimself, Daddy ?”

“I don’t know, Nick. He couldn’t stand things, I guess.”

“Do many men kill themselves, Daddy ?”

“Not very many, Nick.”

“Do many women ?”

“Hardly ever.”

“Don’t they ever?”

“Oh, yes. They do sometimes.”

EfE<BERMEZHCTHT BB, THEXHOEZCTHHH XS
& X 5 TikH 50, BXIhbilroikEoER,

“Is dying hard, Daddy ?”
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“No, I think it’s pretty easy, Nick. It all depends.”
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