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‘“there’s a new railroad goin’ to be built down from Broken
Arm to here. Not to mintion the four churches and the smashin’
big brick school-house. Then there’s the big factory, too. Why, in
two years Romper’ll be a met-tro-pol-is.”’®
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“Oh, I don’t know, but it seems to me this man has been
reading dime novels, and he thinks he’s right out in the middle
of it—the shootin’ and stabbin’ and all.”

“But,” said the cowboy, deeply scandalized, “this ain’'t Wyo-
ming, ner none of them places. This is Nebraska.”

“Yes,” added Johnnie, “an’ why don’t he wait till he gits out¢
West 276
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“I keep a hotel,” he shouted. “A hotel, do you mind? A guest
under my roof has sacred privileges. He is to be intimidated by
none. Not one word shall he hear that would prijudice him in
favor of goin’ away. I'll not have it. There’s no place in this
here town where they can say they iver took in a guest of mine
because he was afraid to stay here.”®
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He might have been in a deserted village. We picture the
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world as thick with conquering and elate humanity, but here,
with the bugles of the tempest pealing, it was hard to imagine
a peopled earth. One viewed the existence of man then as a
marvel, and conceded a glamour of wonder to these lice which
were caused to cling to a whirling, fire-smitten, ice-locked, dis-
ease-stricken, space-lost bulb. The conceit of man was explained
by this storm to be the very engine of life. One was a coxcomb
not to die in it.®
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It shot forward, and a human body, this citadel of virtue,
wisdom, power, was pierced as easily as if it had been a melon.®
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...... fixed upon a dreadful legend that dwelt atop of the cash-
machine : “This registers the amount of your purchase.”®
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This point marks the legitimate end of the story. Crane spoiled
the whole thing by tacking on a moralizing appendix. The off-
key tone is at odds with the tone of the preceding part, and
the theme that his beginning prepared for stands at odds with
the trumped-up theme announced in the totally irrelevant and

none-ironic conclusion.t?
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“The Swede might not have been killed if everything had been
square.” “Might not have been killed ?” exclaimed the cowboy.
“Everythin’ square ? Why, when he said that Johnnie was cheatin’
and acted like snch a jackass? And then in the saloon he fairly
walked up to git hurt 2"
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...... Let me tell you something. Listen! Johnnie was cheat-
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We are all in it!...... We, five of us, have collaborated in the
murder of this Swede.®
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