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The grocer, on the other hand, had never altered his
fortune, unless degrees of poverty meant alteration, for luck
and he were, if not natural enemies, not good friends. He
labored long hours, was the soul of honesty —he could not
escape his honesty, it was bedrock; to cheat would cause an
explosion in him, yet he trusted cheaters — coveted nobody’s
nothing and always got poorer. The harder he worked — his
toil was a form of time devouring time — the less he seemed
to have. He was Morris Bober and could be nobody more
fortunate. With that name you had no sure sense of proper-
ty, as if it were in your blood and history not to possess, or
if by some miracle to own something, to do so on the verge
of loss. At the end you were sixty and had less than at
thirty. It was, she thought, surely a talent. (pp.16~17)
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The one in the dirty handkerchief raised his gun. The other,
staring into the mirror, wrved frantically, his black eyes
bulging, but Morris saw the blow descend and felt sick of
himself, of soured expectations, endless frustration, the vears
gone up in smoke, he could not begin to count how many.
He had hoped for much in America and got little. And be-
cause of him Helen and Ida had less. He had defrauded them,
he and the bloodsucking store.

He fell without a cry. The end fitted the day. It was his
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luck, others had better. (pp.26~27)
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Although his hours were long —six to six, at which time
she served him his supper — Frank was content. In the store
he was quits with the outside world, safe from cold, hunger
and a damp bed. He had cigarettes when he wanted them
and was comfortable in clean clothes Morris had sent down,
even a pair of pants that fitted him after Ida lengthened and
pressed the cuffs. The store was fixed, a cave, motionless.
He had all his life been on the move, no matter where he
was ; here he somehow couldn’t be. Here he could stand at
the window and watch the world go by, content to be here.

(p- 58)
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Thus he settled it in his mind only to find himself remorse-
ful. He groaned, scratching the backs of his hands with his
thick nails. Sometimes he felt short of breath and sweated
profusely. He talked aloud to himself when he was alone,
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usually when he was shaving or in the toilet, exhorted him-
self to be honest. Yet he felt a curious pleasure in his mis-
ery, as he had at times in the past when he was doing some-
thing he knew he oughtn’t to, so he kept on dropping quar-
ters into his pants pocket. (p.69)
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Her body was young, soft, lovely, the breasts like small
birds in flight, her ass like a flower. Yet it was a lonely
body in spite of its lovely form, lonelier. Bodies are lonely,
he thought, but in bed she wouldn’t be. She seemed realer
to him now than she had been, revealed without clothes, per-
‘sonal, possible. He felt greedy as he gazed, all eyes at a
banquet, hungry so long as he must look. But in looking he
was forcing her out of reach, making her into a thing only
of his seeing, her eyes reflecting his sins, rotten past, spoiled
ideals, his passion poisoned by his shame. (pp.75-76)
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Although she had only loosely been brought up as Jewish
she felt loyal to the Jews, more for what they had gone
through than what she knew of their history or theology —
loved them as a people, thought with pride of herself as one
of them ; she had never imagined she would marry anybody
but a Jew. But she had recently come to think that in such
unhappy times — when the odds were so high against personal
happiness —to find love was miraculous, and to fulfill it as
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best two people could was what really mattered. Was it more
important to insist a man’s religious beliefs be exactly hers
(if it was a question of religion), or that the two of them
have in common ideals, a desire to keep love in their lives,
and to preserve in every possible way what was best in them-
selves? The less difference among people, the better; thus
she settled it for herself yet was dissatisfied for those for
whom she hadn't settled it. (p.132)

W= XV AELTOEIE S > T B, FHIZTERBEORERFEHTIT
e, XY APETEIL AEI I LTTHB, 2hid BELHEEN
T, BELRKIFELR] WS <5<y FORBBOBREYRERLT
WBR, IBR, ~vrvoa XAl L TCoRBERNY identity 225 Hil7c
FhRDB~LV vOEARY identity ~OEHREBIEZ R LT3,
LRI T 2 ) » DEFRHESHEHAET HEA L 2GR 15 S RIKHX
DR G ORIEXR/E LTV 3,

(4)

ZADEM, Fyv b e =tV eT ARy vERTHE~L VD
REE LV > Z 5B b DE B, F v MIKREROERL T MMAEx
EFEREDL DR EZMTI DL 0.133) THHH, —FH, 75 v 7
X TABEE LTCERESTER LV (0.133) LEH-TER D, ZoOHE
X, ThZhHERLDEBANLODWBETHIZ LTV 5%, ~V v
17 5 v IR BEDOEENT D, ~V VDT A Y HDEI, AhLREH
BRI LARBC7 7 vZCARFERBLIT IR, ZAIX, N TH
BLT=a—2—2%RKTHLHI Y 7+ 1= 7 IAERTEER LI S D,
BicbOMFEXYIRHZ ETH D,

LZAT, ~vVOMBILEONBTHD 7 7 v 7 i XHEIEKER & FE
BIBRR D v v=FLERE D, ~V VR [Fledhb] o &n



Bernard Malamud : The Assistant 25
B, 77 v 2R ITRBTRLACAB] @ 140 2EF L, HOOBMCHE?
LDHEDTPL, THIXEENLL DR~V vIRDIA L, EFILE
B DERDDBERICHED EI Ty VD5 Fy 7 20K
ARLTW5B,

77V Y ALK LTIREYEAT LI ENTERVEETHS, 7
7 V7 OLIERFEBCEDONAELD, —FH TR, MEEXEH LBEEOR
ELICAERZRbT ZEbHD T, BERX, TR, BETHH, WIS
BESSIbIebichy KEFELDODXIh,LETHY BHH TH 5] (p-158)
LW EBROTEBLIENREI<, 2, WHIKEHE Lich bifdEs bk X
5LFHomEY, 773 vI/RAFREROEMLLEND Z EXTE WL,
HOHCDRER S TE L,

Linl, 73 v 2 RIEAR EFEORO] (p.157) W2 53 D2 H
Bo BXZDRLDIHDIZTE LA, ~V v~DBEE X - THODKBH
BHHZELTED, FREVAF LR VIRET I E2EITT 5B,
< EDHET, FRARI~NV VLT - 2B LIATH, FRLOEMN
7> —BERLI G VEIHDROWRES LT5LH%E) ARRAD
Y, DWIZELALERINTLES, i, ~vvyhboF—FrDHL
AL, Fy PEHTAELOGHEEREL, 77 V2K LT [OLrb
FLEH>TC5B | (p.163) T EtuxEHETLiD, Thdbb, 75 v [#
B REHIRLDTHD, R, KEoEhT7 5 vIrrFo~v v
3, BR, BEIOBEbRAY +—F e 3 -2 CGEEOFHE ik
naH, 5L, 77V bhd, LrL, TOHPT, ~v kv
7 v 2SI TLE 5,

He put her down and they kissed under the dark trees.
She tasted whiskey on his tongue and was momentarily afraid.
“I love you, Helen,” he murmured, attempting clumsily to
cover her breast with the torn dress as he drew her deeper
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into the dark, and from under the trees onto the star-dark
field.

They sank to their knees on the winter earth, Helen ur-
gently whispering, “Please not now, darling,” but he spoke of
his starved and passionate love, and all the endless heart-
breaking waiting. Even as he spoke he thought of her as
beyond his reach, forever in the bathroom as he spied, so he
stopped her pleas with Kkisses.......

Afterward, she cried, “Dog — uncircumcised dog!”

(pp. 167-168)
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“How old are you?”

“Fifty-five.”

“I should live so long till you see fifty-five again,” said the
manager. ......

At Fiftieth he went up a dark staircase and sat on a wood-
en bench at the far end of a long room.

The boss of the agency, a man with a broad back and a
fat rear, holding a dead cigar butt between stubby fingers,
had his heavy foot on a chair as he talked in a low voice to
two gray-hatted Filipinos.

Seeing Morris on the bench he called out, “Whaddye want,
pop?”

“Nothing. [ sit on accnunt I am tired.”

“Go home,” said the boss.

He went downstairs and had coffee at a dish-laden table in

the Automat.
{Xmerica. (p- 209)
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He dreamed of Ephraim. He had recognized him when the
dream began by his brown eyes, clearly his father’s. ......

“I gave you to eat three times a day, Ephraim,” he ex-
plained, “so why did you leave so soon your father?”

Ephraim was too shy to answer, but Morris, in a rush of
love for him —a child was so small at that age — promised
him a good start in life.

“Don’t worry, I'll give you a fine college education.”

Ephraim —a gentleman — averted his face as he snickered.

“I give you my word......

The boy disappeared in the wake of laughter.

“Stay alive,” his father cried after him. (pp.225~226)
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Aa he was reading he had this pleasant thought. He saw
St. Francis come dancing out of the woods in his brown
rags, a couple of scrawny birds flying around over his head.
St. F. stopped in front of the grocery, and reaching into the
garbage can, plucked the wooden rose out of it. He tossed it
idto the air and it turned into a real flower that he caught in
his hand. With a bow he gave it to Helen, who had just
come out of the house. “Little sister, here is vour little sister
the rose.” From him she took it, although it was with the
love and best wishes of Frank Alpine.

One day in April Frank went to the hospital and had him-
self circumcised. For a couple of days he dragged himself
around with a pain between his legs. The pain enraged and
inspired him. After Passover he became a Jew. (pp.245~246)
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