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‘A girl is more lonely than a boy. No one cares in the least
what she does. Nothing’s expected of her. Unless one’s very
pretty people don’t listen to what you say... And that is what
I like.... (261)
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And so, every maiden waits this change with wonder and anx-
lety ; for it will prove whether she is to be [an] honorable and
authoritative woman for ever, like my mother; or it will show
that she is of no weight or worth. Whether in this world or in
the next.

And if I marry well, the burden of a great name and of great
lands will be on me; many servants will call me mistress; I
shall be the mother of sons; in my husband’s absence 1 shall
rule his people, taking care for herds and crops and keeping
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watch on his enemies; within doors I shall store up fine linens
and my chests shall be laden with spices and preserves; by the
work of my needle all waste of time and use will be repaired
and renewed so that at my death my daughter shall find her
cupboards better lined with fine raiments than when I found
them. (561)
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A curious, perhaps a fantastic idea occurred to him as he return-
ed to his chair. Could it be, that during all those years when
he had scarcely noticed her, she, as the novelists say, had enter-
tained a passion for him? He caught his own reflection in the
glass as he passed. He was over fifty; but he could not help
admitting that he was still, as the looking-glass showed him, a
very distinguished-looking man.

‘Poor Sissy Miller!” he said, half laughing. How he would
have liked to share that joke with his wife! He turned instinc-
tively to her diary. ‘Gilbert,’ he read, opening it at random,
‘looking so wonderful....” It was as if she had answered his
question. Of course [, ] she seemed to say, you're very attrac-
tive to women. Of course Sissy Miller felt that too. He read
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on. ‘How proud I am to be his wife!’ (283)
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Meredith’s irony points to Willoughby’s foolish egotism. Later,
when asking Laetitia to marry him, he exclaims “You were a
precious cameo, still gazing! And I was the object” (p. 487);
he reflects that marriage with Laetitia is ‘“marriage with a mir-
ror, with an echo” (p. 464). ....Woolf, influenced by Meredith
and aware that women have historically served as looking-glasses,
“reflecting men at twice their size,” allows her women to be
“lamps” and magic lanterns who emit multiple perspectives and
patterns. This perspective is possible because she devises
methods to capture women’s inner lives, thinking, and reflec-
tions. (Laurence 82-83)
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There was but a rotten log on which a woman sat, nursing a
baby. She looked at us, not with fright but with distrust and
dislike written clear in her eyes; and she clasped her child
more closely. Anthony spoke to her as he would have spoken
to some animal who had strong claws and a wicked eye: he
stood over her, and his great boot seemed ready to crush her.
But she did not move or speak; and I doubt whether she could
have spoken, or whether snarling and howling was her only
language.

Outside we met Peter coming home from the fen, and tho’ he
touched his forehead to us, he seemed to have no more human
sense in him than his wife. He looked at us, and seemed fasci-
nated by a coloured cloak which I wore; and then he stumbled
into his burrow, to lie on the ground I suppose, rolled in dried
bracken till morning. These are the people we must rule; and
tread under foot, and scourge them to do the only work they
are fitted to do; as they will tear us to pieces with their fangs.
(33)
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He turned the pages rapidly. What had been her answer?
Initials had ceased. It was simply ‘he’ now. ‘He came again.
I told him I could not come to any decision.... I implored him
to leave me.” He forced himself upon her in this very house?
But why hadn’t she told him? How could she have hesitated
for an instant? Then: ‘I wrote him a letter.” Then pages were
left blank. Then there was this: ‘No answer to my letter.
Then more blank pages; and then this. ‘He has done what he
threatened.” After that—what came after that? He turned page
after page. All were blank. But there [, ] on the very day
before her death [,] was this entry: ‘Have I the courage to
do it too?’ That was the end. (286)
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