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Thomas Hardy :
‘A Tragedy of Two Ambitions’
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The shouts of the village-boys came in at the window, ac-
companied by broken laughter from loungers at the inn-door;

but the brothers Halborough worked on.
(THOMAS HARDY COLLECTED SHORT STORIES, p. 432)
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It was no tale of Homeric blows and knocks, Argonautic
voyaging, or Theban family woe that inflamed their imagina-
tions and spurred them onward. They were plodding away at
the Greek Testament, immersed in a chapter of the idiomatic

and difficult Epistle to the Hebrews.
(Ibid., p. 432)
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A man in the light drab clothes of an old-fashioned country
tradesman approached from round the corner, reeling as he
came. The elder son flushed with anger, rose from his books,
and descended the stairs.

(Ibid., p. 432)
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That he was watching his own career with deeper and dee-
per interest, that he continually ‘heard his days before him,’
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and cared to hear little else, might have been hazarded from

what was seen there.
(Ibid., p. 434)
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Mind you make a good impression upon him. I found in my
case that was everything, and doctrine almost nothing. You'll

do for a deacon, Corney, if not for a priest.’
(Ibid., p. 435)
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The case as it stands is maddening. For a successful pain-
ter, sculptor, musician, author, who takes society by storm, it
1s no drawback, it is sometimes even a romantic recommen-
dation, to hail from outcasts and profligates. But for a cler-
gyman of the Church of England! Cornelius, it is fatal! To
succeed in the Church, people must believe in you, first of all,
as a gentleman, secondly as a man of means, thirdly as a
scholar, fourthly as a preacher, fifthly, perhaps, as a Christian
—but always first as a gentleman, with all their heart and soul
and strength. I would have faced the fact of being a small
machinist’s son, and have taken my chance, if he’d been in
any sense respectable and decent. The essence of Christianity
is humility, and by the help of God I would have brazened it
out. But this terrible vagabondage and disrepuable connection!

(Ibid., p. 439-440)
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Never before had the feeling of the villagers approached a
level which could be called excitement on such a matter as
this. The droning which had been the rule in that quiet old
place for a century seemed ended at last. They repeated the

text to each other as a refrain: ‘O Lord, be Thou my helper!’
(Ibid., p. 440)
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THolcEBnd,

LORD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand
strong : thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.

I cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD I made sup-
plication.

What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the
pit ? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou
my helper.
(The Holy Bible A.V. Psalms, 30:7~30:10)
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‘Stop, stop, what are you thinking of ?” he whispered hoar-

sely, grasping Cornelius’s arm.
(Ibid., p. 449)
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been times to save him twice over. (Ibid., p. 450) # >Nz 7c,
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‘From one of us. Do you think human hearts are iron-cased
safes, that you suppose we can keep this secret for ever ?’
(Ibid., p. 453)
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From the sedge rose a straight little silver-poplar, and it
was the leaves of this sapling which caused the flicker of
whiteness.

‘His walking-stick has grown !’ Joshua added. ‘It was a rough
one—cut from the hedge, I remember.’

At every puff of wind the tree turned white, till they could
not bear to look at it; and they walked away.
(Ibid., p. 454)
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------ , Wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s
rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;
(Hebrews 9:4)
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2o (=7 52 7:8~7:13)
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‘I see him every night,” Cornelius murmured... ‘Ah, we read
our Hebrews to little account, Jos! To have endured the cross,
despising the shame—there lay greatness! But now I often
feel that I should like to put an end to trouble here in this
selfsame spot.’

(Ibid., p. 454)
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Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the

throne of the God.
(~7n&#;12:2)
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