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... I wished to tell the truth, for truth always conveys its own moral
to those who are able to receive it. But as the priceless treasure too
frequently hides at the bottom of a well, it needs some courage to dive for
it, especially as he that does so will be likely to incur more scorn and
obloquy for the mud and water into which he has ventured to plunge,
than thanks for the jewel he procures; as, in like manner, she who
undertakes the cleansing of a careless bachelor’s apartment will be liable
to more abuse for the dust she raises, than commendation for the clear-
ance she effects. Let it not be imagined, however, that I consider myself
competent to reform the errors and abuses of society, but only that I
would fain contribute my humble quota towards so good an aim, and if

I can gain the public ear at all, I would rather whisper a few wholesome
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“You should have come to me, after all,” said she, “and heard what
I had to say in my own justification. It was ungenerous and wrong to
withdraw yourself so secretly and suddenly, immediately after such
ardent protestations of attachment, without ever assigning a reason for
the change. You should have told me all-—no matter how bitterly—it
would have been better than this silence.”

“To what end should I have done so >—You could not have enlight-
ened me farther, on the subject which alone concerned me ; nor could you
have made me discredit the evidence of my senses. ... but I did not
wish to upbraid you,—though (as you also acknowledged) you had deeply
wronged me.—Yes ; you have done me an injury you can never repair—
or any other either—you have blighted the freshness and promise of
youth, and made my life a wilderness! I might live a hundred years, but
I could never recover from the effects of this withering blow—and never
forget it | Hereafter—You smile Mrs. Graham,” said I, suddenly stopping
short, checked in my passionate declamation by unutterable feelings to
behold her actually smiling at the picture of the ruin she had wrought.

“Did I?” replied she, looking seriously up, “I was not aware of it. If
I did, it was not for pleasure at the thoughts of the harm I had done you
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—Heaven knows I have had torment enough at the bare possibility of
that !—it was for joy to find that you had some depth of soul and feeling
after all, and to hope that I had not been utterly mistaken in your worth.
But smiles and tears are so alike with me; they are neither of them
confined to any particular feelings: I often cry when I am happy, and

smile when I am sad.” (125)
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It was the protrait of a gentleman in the full prime of youthful
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manhood—handsome enough, and not badly executed ; but if done by the
same hand as the others, it was evidently some years before ; for there
was far more careful minuteness of detail, and less of that freshness of
colouring and freedom of handling, that delighted and surprised me in
them. (45)
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I liked the man well enough, but he was too cold, and shy, and
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self-contained, to obtain my cordial sympathies. (36)
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